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A Study of The Relationship between Age

and Merits of the Executives by Lin Yih

Summary

According to the data studied the average length of life of the Chief Executive before and
after the 19th century in China, England, Germany, Russia, France and the United States, was
limited by ordinary natural causes, although they had tried to achieve longevity. The average age
reached by the emperors of the Ming Dynasty was 44.5 years; of the Ching Dynasty, 51.8 vears;
of England, 66 years; of Germany, 67.7 years; of Russia, 47.3 years; of the presidents of France,
772 years; and of the American presidents, 66.4 years. The progress of human society was a
main factor in improving living conditions through medicine, sanitation and other applications of
science in determining the age achieved by rulers. The Ming Dynasty began at the end of 14th
century and continued to the beginning of 17th century, and the Ching Dynasty succeeded it and
continued to the first part of 20th century. France as a Republic began in 19th century and has
continued to the present. Social background clearly influenced the ages at which men ruled.

The merits of an executive taking over a regime is closely related to his age. The younger he
was the less he could bear the full burden of responsibility. The average of the emperors of Ming
Dynasty when they came to the throne was 24.3 years; of Ching Dynasty, 19.2 vears; of England,
41 years; of Germany, 40 years; of Russia, 28,5 years; of the presidents of France taking office,
61.9 years; of the American presidents, 52.7 years. It is easy to imagine the difficulties of the
very young emperors who didn’t have full of knowledge fo government and lacked experience,
When with the aid of relatives and powerful officials they strove to govern their lands.

The average length of reign of the emperors for Ming Dynasty was 17.2 years; ‘for Ching
Dynasty, 26.8 years; for England, 20.8 years; for Germany, 23.1 years; for Russia, 15 years; for
the Presidents of France, 4.9 years; and for the American Presidents, 5.3 years. In the autocratic
monarchy, the monarch ruled the country with his family, unless he met with some upset, as
long as he liked, in other words, the term of office was not fixed, but the president of a democratic

country was elected by the people with a limited term of office.



